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kinds of productive work, we shall see that the risks
involved in them are much greater. The sense of
security is expressed in the following statement made
to me by one of the villagers :
" Land  is there.   You  can  see  it  every  day.
Robbers cannot take it away.   Thieves cannot steal
it.   Men die but land remains.55
The incentive to hold land is directly related to the
sense of security. The farmer says, " The best thing
to give to one's son is land. It is living property.
Money will be used up but land never."
It is true that there are many ways of getting food.
But the people will not exchange their land for other
means, even if more productive. They do take up
other occupations, such as the silk industry and fishing,
but agriculture remains the principal occupation in the
village.
The deeper we analyse the situation, the more it
appears, not only that land in general has a particular
value to the people, but that the property inherited by
a Chia has for it a particular value. Land is trans-
mitted according to fixed rules (N~3). People in-
herit their land from their fathers. The sentiment
originating in the kinship relation and reinforced by
ancestor worship is manifested also in this personal
attachment to the particular plots of land. Religious
belief in the importance of the continuity of descendants
finds its concrete expression in the continuous holding
of land. To sell a piece of land inherited from one's
father offends the ethical sense, " No good son will
do that. It is against filial piety.5' This comment
sums up the traditional outlook.
Personal familiarity with a particular piece of land
as the result of continuous work on it is also a cause

